


BAHAMAS

40 weeks prior to confinement, payable week of confinement plus 
6 weeks before and 6 weeks after (may be extended to 15 weeks).
Minimum benefit: B$43.85 a week. Also maternity grant of B$250
per live birth. 
Means-tested sickness allowance for an insured who does not
qualify for a sickness benefit.

Workers’ Medical Benefits
Medical benefits: None under insurance.
(Medical care available at public hospitals and clinics to public and
private patients. Government subsidizes public patient costs.)

Dependents’ Medical Benefits
Medical benefits for dependents: None under insurance. 

Administrative Organization
Prime Minister’s Office, general supervision.
National Insurance Board, administration of program. 

Work Injury

First law: 1943. 
Current law: 1972.
Type of program: Social insurance system.

Coverage
Employed persons and certain categories of self-employed. 
Exclusions: Family labor.

Source of Funds
Insured person: None, except self-employed (see pension
contributions above). 
Employer: Entire cost (see pension contributions above).
Government: None.

Qualifying Conditions
Work-injury benefits: No minimum qualifying period.

Temporary Disability Benefits
Temporary disability pension: 66 2/3% of average weekly covered
earnings. Payable after a 3-day waiting period for up to 40 weeks.
Minimum benefit: B$43.85 a week.

Permanent Disability Benefits
Permanent disability pension: Same as for temporary disability
benefit, if permanent incapacity of 100%; proportionately reduced
for partial disability (25% or more). A lump sum grant, dependent
on degree of disability (1% or more) of B$100-B$2,400 is also
payable. Minimum benefit for partial disability: B$36.42 a week.

 Workers’ Medical Benefits
Medical benefits: Hospitalization, general and specialist care,
medicines, and transportation. 

Survivor Benefits 
Survivor pension: Same as survivors’ benefits, above. 

Administrative Organization
Prime Minister’s Office, general supervision.
National Insurance Board, administration of program. 

Contact----Peter Puidak----202-282-7294. 
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